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Government of Belize Launches Initiative to Strengthen
Governance for Transparency and Accountability

Belmopan, October 25, 2024.

The Ministry of Public Service, Constitutional and Political Reform, and
Religious Affairs, through its Good Governance Unit, in partnership with the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and with funding support
from the United States Government, launched the "Strengthening
Governance for Transparency and Accountability in Belize" project. This
24-month initiative aims to address long-standing governance challenges
and build a more transparent and accountable public service.

This comprehensive project focuses on the capacity-building of key
stakeholders, including public servants, civil society organizations (CSOs),
academia, and the media. Additionally, it aims to enhance the institutional
capabilities of the Public Service Commission (PSC) to effectively manage
cases involving violations of Public Service and General Workers
Regulations.

"By fostering behavioural changes within the public service and
establishing a network of watchdogs, we are laying the foundation for a
governance system in which citizens can trust that their government
operates with integrity," said Hon. Henry Charles Usher, Minister of Public
Service, Constitutional and Political Reform, and Religious Affairs.

In partnership with the UNDP and the U.S. Government, this initiative
adopts a multi-institutional approach, creating a lasting community of
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practice for key stakeholders. Over the next two years, the goal is to
significantly strengthen governance in Belize by fostering transparency and
accountability. Designed with SMART objectives, the project is expected to
increase public trust in government institutions, reduce the perception of
corruption, and establish a more equitable and transparent governance
framework.

The sustainability of this initiative is ensured through strategic partnerships
that encompass government, civil society, and international organizations,
ensuring that its positive impact extends beyond the project’s initial time
frame.
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