Government of Belize Press Office

I Z 822.0094 or 822.0092

& www.pressoffice.gov.bz

PR#369
PRESS RELEASE

Prime Minister Briceio Meets with UN Secretary-General

Belmopan. July 9, 2021. 1:30 p.m.

Hon. John Bricefio, Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Economic
Development, and Investment, met with H.E. Anténio Guterres, Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

The Secretary-General welcomed the Prime Minister and expressed the
UN’s commitment to continue assisting Belize. He commended Belize’s
leadership within CARICOM and congratulated Belize for being elected to
the United Nations Economic and Social Council.

The Prime Minister expressed thanks to the Secretary-General for his work
in advancing issues related to the equitable and just distribution of COVID-
19 vaccines, keeping climate change at the forefront of the international
agenda, and discussed the urgent need to access concessionary financing
for Small Island Developing States for the post COVID-19 pandemic
recovery. The Prime Minister briefed the Secretary-General on Belize's
preparations of its counter-memorial to be filed at the International Court
Justice and on bilateral relations with Guatemala.

Concerning threats posed to Small Islands Developing States, the Secretary-
General reiterated his commitment to continue championing the call for more
assistance for climate change mitigation and adaptation, and recommending
raising financial assistance for adaptation to 50%. On the equitable
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, the Secretary-General has called for the
production and distribution of 11 billion vaccines to all developing countries
in order to ensure that everyone has access.

The Prime Minister and the Secretary-General exchanged views on the
delicate situation in Haiti and noted the need for an urgent resolution of the
crisis.

Hon. Briceio extended an invitation to the Secretary-General to visit Belize
sometime in the near future.

Accompanying the Prime Minister were Hon. Eamon Courtenay, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Immigration; H.E. Carlos Fuller,
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Belize to the UN;
Ambassador Stuart Leslie, Cabinet Secretary and chief of staff in the Office
of the Prime Minister; and Mr. Alfonso Gahona, minister counsellor.
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